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Sanctuaries
Turn to page 5 for a special profile on WLT member and 
long-time environmental champion Garth Dixon, who, among  
numerous achievements spanning decades, is the co-owner  
of WLT sanctuary Black Ridge and donor of our flagship 
(and the only HSI owned) Australian sanctuary, Warriwillah.

Overseas WLT features in this issue include a US sanctuary 
profile on the Texan Daisy Wildlife Sanctuary (page 11), 
a disconcerting yet inspirational rhino piece written by 
South African WLT member Louise Joubert, owner of 
SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary (pages 6 and 7), and news on 
the protection of freshwater turtles in China from HSI/WLT 
project partners the Turtle Conservation Fund (page 7).

Rounding out the newsletter is a brief congratulations to 
the WLT members who were successful applicants in this 
year’s round of the Private Land Conservation Grants, 
a table and updated map welcoming the owners of our 
19 new sanctuaries since last issue, and a new ‘For Sale’ 
section, featuring three Australian WLT sanctuaries 
that are looking for new conservation-minded owners.  
The masthead photograph for Wildlife Lands 9 is from 
Steve Haslam’s NSW sanctuary, Quoll Headquarters.  
We look forward to getting in touch in 2012 and another 
year to remember for the WLT — happy reading!

WITHOUT WALLS
Shelters

Since last edition

As we approach the end of 2011 and another successful year for 
the Wildlife Land Trust, the dedication our sanctuary owners 
have to providing for Australia’s native fauna has never been more 
evident.  The Australian WLT contingent now stands united as 
a network of 140 sanctuaries covering a soaring 28,895 hectares 
(71,400 acres) of wildlife-friendly land across the nation.

A quick look back at the cover of Wildlife Lands Issue 7, written 
this time last year, brings attention to the fact that we were then 
a community of 88 sanctuaries — meaning we’ve grown at the 
steady rate of exactly a sanctuary per week over the last 12 months.  
This is a figure that couldn’t have been achieved without the 
growing promotion of the program by those of you involved, with 
so many new members mentioning that they became interested 
in the WLT after hearing about us through family and friends, 
and for this we are extremely grateful.

Although there has once again been little variation in the location 
of our new sanctuaries (14 in New South Wales, 3 in Victoria, and 
1 a piece in Queensland and Tasmania) it has been the addition of 
the magnificent Claravale in Queensland which has tipped the hectare 
count heavily — you can read more about the sanctuary through 
a piece written by owner Gill Campbell on page 3.  Surrounding 
this feature on pages 2-5 are further WLT sanctuary profiles authored 
by their respective owners.  Our thanks to Mark Selmes (NSW), 
John Barkley and Paige Wormell (Tas), Trish Kelly (WA), and 
Suzanne and John Brandenberger (Vic) for their contributions.

What you’ll find inside

The regular species and Threatened Ecological Community profiles 
continue in this edition.  Head to pages 10 and 11 for information 
on the 4 Australian species of quoll and a rundown on one of our 
recent Federal habitat nominations, Eucalypt woodlands of the 
Western Australian Wheatbelt. 

Mahogany glider on 
Mungarru Lodge Sanctuary — Daryl Dickson
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OwnersMessages from
WLT Sanctuary 
                Owners

Furry Angels Refuge

John Barkley and Paige Wormell
   “Furry Angels Refuge” Tasmania

Step outside on any given night and you will hear the rhythmic ground 
pounding of scattering fauna — this is a natural part of everyday life 
when living in paradise.  Our 12 acre property is situated on the outskirts 
of the township Snug, 25 minutes south of Hobart.  A sloping block, 
part pasture–part woodland, with views of the surrounding hills and 
The Channel, as us locals call it, with Bruny Island in the background.  
Our cottage is sited at the top of the block, overlooking paradise.

Paige fell in love with the house and land 12 years ago after moving from 
Victoria.  Seeing the potential and having the space to do so, Paige has over 
the years taken in unwanted and abused animals.  It is a place they can roam 
free and know that they are loved and safe.  Our dream is to eventually set 
up a permanent refuge for abused, sick, injured and unwanted animals.

The wallabies have free run of the property, they come out of the woods, 
going on dark, to graze at the bottom of the hill.  During bushfires a few years 
ago, we counted more than 30 wallabies seeking sanctuary on the property.

Mark Selmes
   “The Forest” New South Wales

My first contact with the Wildlife Land Trust came when I saw 
a sign appear on a neighbouring property in Mount Rae forest 
where I live.  I checked the website and a WLT sign now adorns 
my fence — I feel proud to be part of an international movement 
for conservation.  Two other neighbouring landowners have 
also joined, and in so doing we have helped to link and add 
connectivity to the local Landcare’s extensive tree plantings and 
wildlife corridors.  It is critical to protect such additional habitat 
on private lands as ‘stepping stones’ for connectivity.

It is my love for these natural areas and special places that led 
me to make my home in Mount Rae Forest and manage my 
property The Forest for conservation.  It is the emerging 
threats to this forest that have lead me to become an advocate 
for private land conservation.

In 2005 ecologists from the Threatened Species Unit of the NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) held a field day on 
my property to raise awareness of this forest’s rare vegetation 
communities and their dependent species.  

This was after a commercial firewood merchant had clear-felled 
trees on land he owned.  We were informed of the need to protect 
habitat for threatened species here, including the buttercup 
doubletail orchid (Diuris aequalis).  At that time only 200 plants 
were known to exist — it was considered at high risk of extinction.

I took this message to heart and entered into a Conservation 
Agreement with the Conservation Partners Program of OEH, 
and nominated (successfully) one of the rare vegetation 
communities of this forest, Tablelands Basalt Forest, to be 
listed as an endangered ecological community under the NSW 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995.

Nearly 250 fauna and flora species, including 11 threatened 
species, were documented in an effort to demonstrate this area’s  
true (non-firewood) values.  Unfortunately, under new legislation 
the same firewood merchant was granted approvals for the 
commercial scale firewood clearing that was previously opposed, 
and other non-resident landowners applied to do the same.

Forest
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In an amazing back flip against 
the advice of the Government’s 
own scientists, approvals are 
being handed out for clearing 
with heavy forestry machinery.

The trees which provide food, 
shelter and homes to native 
wildlife are now being consigned 
to the bulldozer, the chainsaw 
and the chimney.  And as if 
that is not enough, a bauxite 
mining company has just started 
exploratory drilling on lands 
in this forest.

The need for the promotion and 
expansion of all forms of private 
land conservation has never 
been greater.  The future of The 
Forest’s wildlife, the future of 
Mount Rae forest, and the future 
of over 4 million hectares of 
forests and woodlands on private 
lands in NSW hangs in the 
balance.  I am pleased that my 
patch is now signposted as part 
of the broader HSI network and 
urge others to also consider the 
stronger protection in perpetuity 
of Voluntary Conservation 
Agreements.

We became part of the Wildlife 
Land Trust to protect our land 
and to hopefully inspire our 
neighbours to do the same.  
Everyone who comes on the 
property comments on how 
relaxed and loved all the 
animals, wildlife and those 
being cared for, are — it truly is 
paradise for all of us.  As for the 
name Furry Angels Refuge, 
the two beings that have 
a special place in Paige’s 
heart are German shepherds, 
Chunks and Jade, while no 
longer with us they will always 
be her ‘Furry Angels’.

Claravale
Gill and Eunice Campbell
   “Claravale” Queensland

The Claravale run was first taken up by James and Clara Campbell in 1890.  Gill and Eunice 
Campbell are the fourth generation to own and operate this 13,000 hectare cattle property 
in the Brigalow Belt.  Interconnecting vegetation belts have been retained throughout the 
property, accommodating for wildlife, protecting the soil biota from the elements, and 
assisting in nutrient recycling through leaf litter.

The underlying geology of Claravale has always fascinated Gill.  In 2005, Dr Alex Cook 
from the Queensland Museum wrote explaining the geology of the area, with points 
of note including that: the floor of the valley contains sediments from the Jurassic and 
Cretaceous ages (approximately 150-130 million years old) which were deposited in rivers, 
lakes and creeks prior to inland seas flooding the artesian basin; overlying these sediments 
is sandstone representing the first inundation of the inland sea, as well as marine rock 
which is approximately 135 million years old; the line of basalt ridges (resulting from lava 
flowing down a creek channel) are a comparatively young 25-22 million years old, and 
through greater resistance to weathering have produced a topographic inversion so that the 
basalt now stands relatively high to the surrounding countryside, giving a good indication 
of the erosion in the past 20 million years.

Gill has always recognised the wide diversity of flora and fauna on Claravale, and in 1998 
entered an agreement with Greening Australia to protect an area of 800 hectares containing 
a basalt capped sandstone plateau on the eastern side of the property.  However, he still 
harboured the desire to establish the northwest corner of Claravale as a “mini national park”, 
and with the gazettal of Mount Armour Nature Refuge in 2000, his vision was realised.  
Mount Armour now protects more than 1,500 hectares of diverse and untouched sandstone 
bluffs, ridges, slopes and valley floors in perpetuity.  The Campbell’s operate a low-key 
ecotourism business focusing on the scenic beauty and remote values of the Nature Refuge 
coupled with the remainder of the property.

The vegetation on Mount Armour Nature Refuge and elsewhere on Claravale is very diverse, 
and includes gum-topped ironbark, budgeroo, cypress pine, lancewood and heath communities 
on the sandstone uplands, mountain coolabah, brigalow, softwood scrubs and some belah 
on the slopes, and poplar box and ironbark woodlands in the valleys.  The fauna of the 
Nature Refuge is yet to be extensively surveyed, however studies conducted elsewhere 
on the property have revealed 173 native species including the southern population of the 
squatter pigeon (vulnerable nationally), the little pied bat and golden-tailed gecko (rare in 
Queensland).  Furthermore, the greater glider is present on the property and may be the 
most southwestern occurrence of the species, while peregrine falcons nest on the cliffs 
of the Nature Refuge.  Just as importantly, many common species reside on Claravale in 
good numbers, a testament to the Campbell’s long-term sustainable management.
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Preston Park
Trish Brown
   “Preston Park” Western Australia

My seventy acre Wildlife Land Trust property, Preston Park, has not only 
been a wildlife sanctuary for the past twenty years, but also, due to my land  
having direct access to Yalgorup National Park, a rescue and rehabilitation 
centre where wildlife carers in my area can bring their orphaned and 
recovering animals for release back into a safe, natural environment.  
Years ago I built a soft release area of over an acre close to my house so that 
many of these animals can become accustomed to moving in a larger area 
than the typical backyard of their initial carers.  Furthermore, with kangaroos 
I always gather a mini-mob for up to a month in this area before letting them 
out onto the rest of my land.  This has proven to be extremely successful 
to a point that many stick around for a while or come back for a visit, often 
with a new Joey in their pouch, after heading into the National Park.

Other types of wildlife that I and others have cared for which have been 
released here are brushtail and ringtail possums, bandicoots, snakes 
(I work with a registered snake catcher who removes them from people’s 
houses or backyards), many varieties of goannas, parrots, owls and a 
range of other species of birds that are endemic to this area.

I have found that readily available fresh water through dams and soaks 
that I dug years ago has attracted flocks of the endangered Carnaby’s 
black cockatoo and many other birds and animals that can easily access 
my land from the National Park, where there are limited watering holes.

I’ve always had a passion for all animals and for the land and have held 
many demonstrations and protests against those who want kangaroos 
shot just because they venture onto an unfenced golf course, or those 
development companies who want to clearfell acres of land to build 
houses in areas that should not be used for that purpose, and I shall 
continue to make my voice heard to protect our precious wildlife and 
their environment for as long as I am able.

I feel very proud to be part of the Wildlife Land Trust sanctuary chain 
and to know that there are many others who have a passion to protect 
their land and consequently all the creatures that live or move back and 
forwards through the sanctuaries that we safeguard.

Wingura

Suzanne and John Brandenberger
   “Wingura” Victoria

Wingura is six and a half acres of coastal heathland 
and scrub on a rocky headland overlooking Bass 
Strait, located near Cape Liptrap in southern 
Victoria.  The name is Aboriginal for ‘surf’ 
which forms the outlook of our property.  
We are subject to a very strong westerly airflow 
being in the roaring forties, and these winds 
have a dramatic effect on the landscape and 
have sculptured the vegetation; they also create 
many challenges to the choice of building 
materials and construction methods, landscaping 
materials and garden establishment.

We bought Wingura in 1999 and built our 
home in 2002, and during that period we spent 
time camping on site in a caravan and got to 
explore and understand our property as well 
as the adjoining Cape Liptrap Coastal Reserve 
and beach.  We soon realised that we are very 
privileged to be part of a beautiful and special 
area and took great care to minimise our 
impact on the environment, both physically 
and visually.

From the very beginning it has been an exciting 
adventure as we make discoveries that our block 
reveals to us.  The birdlife is prolific with species 
such as superb fairy-wrens, grey shrike-thrushes, 
and various whistler, honeyeater, robin and 
cuckoo species, as well as Bass Strait seabirds.  
Wildlife is also abundant, with wallabies, 
wombats, eastern pygmy possums, echidnas, 
kangaroos, antechinuses, koalas and ringtail 
possums all present.  We enjoy and encourage 
the wildlife while dealing with associated 
challenges when growing native gardens and 
vegetables.  There are also a large number of 
snakes, mainly tiger snakes, copperheads and 
the occasional white-lipped snake — when the 
snakes are moving through the heathland the 
small birds (especially the scrub wrens) become 
very agitated and noisy, which is a fantastic 
warning system for other birds and us.

There are very few weeds which we have 
removed and keep under control.  We are very 
lucky as the wildlife “mows” the grass for us — 
our resident wombat is called “Victa”!  We don’t 
feed the birds and animals but have a lot of bird 
baths which are all well used.  We have even seen 
the odd wallaby, echidna and snake enjoying 
the baths by lying in them on hot days!

Carnaby’s black cockatoo — Ralph Green
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We have only planted coastal 
natives, many of which are 
indigenous to the area, and 
have also propagated from the 
surrounding bush.  We had 
to cage every new plant to 
protect them from the wildlife, 
with most plants able to cope 
unprotected once they were 
established.  We have left 
most of the native vegetation 
untouched, but we did thin out 
some of the coastal tee tree, 
which enabled the other native 
plants that were being strangled, 
such as Correa alba, coast 
bitter-bush, banksias and dusty 
miller, to flourish.  To our great 
excitement we have discovered 
seven different types of orchids 
as we are learning more and 
more about our bush, with 
examples including the wax-lip 
orchid, and various donkey and 
spider orchids.

We were encouraged to join 
Wildlife Land Trust because 
like the WLT, we believe so 
strongly in protecting our native 
flora and fauna, and only by 
working together will this be 
achieved.  We cannot leave it 
for someone else to do.

Specialfeature
GARTH 
   DIXON

Wingura

Garth DixonGarth Dixon has been devoted 
to the conservation of Australian 
bushland for decades, a true 
defender of biodiversity with 
involvement in the field spanning 
more than half a century.  
A WLT member since early 2007 and long term supporter of HSI, we thought it apt to devote 
a special feature to a man who has helped shape private land conservation in Australia.

Born in Orange, NSW in 1924, Garth has lived the kind of life you would expect to find 
in a novel.  Growing up on a farm near Millthorpe, his earliest memories are of his life 
in the bush, which engendered a lifelong love and concern for nature.  During World War 
Two he joined the Royal Australian Air Force and was posted to England with Bomber 
Command, piloting a Lancaster Bomber until 1945, when the war ended and he returned 
to Australia.  It was then that he embarked on an artistic career, which saw him work as an 
art lecturer and win ten major prizes between 1961 and 1969.  In 1988 Garth married Roz, 
a founding member and former executive of the Nature Conservation Council (NCC) of 
New South Wales, with whom he shared a passion for defending nature and many happy 
years.  Recently, Garth and HSI established the Rosalind Dixon Memorial Scholarship 
for farm animal welfare research, with a significant donation from Garth.

Garth has been active in the area of conservation science since the 1960s.  Living in 
Bathurst at that time, he was an integral member of many groups such as the Bathurst 
Naturalist Society, where he became involved with the NCC attending meetings as 
a delegate.  He was extremely interested in the area of private land conservation, and 
assisted then NCC President Chris Pratten in developing the protection now provided 
through Voluntary Conservation Agreements (VCA) in New South Wales.  Achieving this was  
no mean feat, taking near a decade to implement in the face of targeted campaigns from 
shooting and hunting groups.  Garth’s environmental involvement continued in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s after he moved to Goulburn, where he was a member of the Goulburn Field 
Naturalists Society and various other organisations, as well as being a part of several ad-hoc 
committees and conservation causes.  He has remained active since moving to Canberra 
in the ‘90s through regular submissions to Government Ministers on environmental issues 
and championing the conservation cause.

Warriwillah, the 121 hectare flagship WLT sanctuary situated just south of Canberra, was 
donated to Humane Society International by Garth in 2006, complete with an in perpetuity 
VCA (the very kind he assisted in setting the framework for).  The care of the property, 
which was nurtured to an incredible example of best environmental management by Garth 
and Roz, continues to be overseen by Garth and his son Peter, with the assistance of WLT 
staff.  Furthermore, Garth is a part-owner of the 1,972 hectare WLT sanctuary Black 
Ridge, which also boasts a VCA, and secured the same protection for the 106 hectare 
Ooyella, which although no longer owned by Garth remains in the WLT family.  Garth’s 
passion for nature and refusal to sit back and spectate have undoubtedly led to huge 
improvements in Australian private land conservation, and we are extremely fortunate to 
have become entwined in his impressive history.
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Keeping them alive
PROTECTING RHINOS
 IN SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa

RhinosLouise Joubert, SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary

While tensions in the Middle East remain high a war is being 
fought on the southern tip of Africa.  This war rages between 
conservationists and animal welfarists on the one side and 
trophy hunters and poachers on the other.  The war is also on 
between those who believe in the commercialisation of wild 
animals for short-term financial gain and those that regard 
animals as sentient creatures that share our planet.  This war is 
being fought on the lives of one of African’s most charismatic 
and endearing creatures — the rhinoceros.

A new breed of poachers has gone to war on South Africa’s rhino 
populations.  They move in a world of organized crime; many of  
them are millionaire poachers, armed to the teeth with automatic 
weapons, helicopters and night vision goggles.  They have in 
their midst wildlife veterinarians, helicopter pilots, corrupt 
conservation and government officials, diplomats, professional 
businessmen, professional hunting outfitters and hunters.

From early 2010 rhino poaching escalated sharply in South Africa 
and today one can only describe it as a freight train without brakes  
running downhill.  The total number of rhinos killed by poachers 
for their horns in 2010 totalled 333.  On the 20th November 
2011 the number of rhinos killed in 2011 passed the 430 mark.  
This shocking total equals more than 1 rhino killed every day!

With the arrest of certain ringleaders of poaching syndicates 
in Limpopo Province the full extent of the involvement of 
game capturers, wildlife veterinarians and professional hunting 
outfitters became clear and fears for the safety of rhinos on 
private land in particular grew.  

The mass killing of rhinos is not orchestrated by a handful of 
motley subsistence poachers but by highly organised crime 
syndicates that link into government and Chinese triads.

The South African authorities have been caught off guard and 
presently formal conservation bodies and law enforcement 
officials are fighting a losing battle.  Rhinos continue to die at 
an alarming rate and even though many organisations and the 
public at large are scrambling around to find urgent solutions 
to the problem, the South African government seems to be in 
denial of the reality that if rhinos continue to die at this rate, 
the species will be pushed back to the brink of extinction.

In addition to rhinos dying at the hand of poachers, the animals 
also continue to die in legal trophy hunts.  Prior to 2005 
“hunters” from east Asian countries were unheard of but 
since then 80% of the “hunters” that apply for permits to 
hunt rhinoceros are either from Thailand, Taiwan or China.  
Traditionally these countries do not have a culture of trophy 
hunting and CITES confirms that the horns of the rhinos hunted 
by these pseudo- hunters never enter the country of the hunter’s 
origin but go straight into the illegal black market trade.

From deep within the conflict emerges a powerful story of hope 
for a group of rhinos held on private land.  In South Africa’s 
Limpopo Province a small animal welfare charity is fighting 
against the odds to keep rhinos alive by allocating volunteer 
rhino guards and counter poaching rangers to guard and protect 
individual rhinos.

SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary (a member of the Wildlife Land 
Trust) receives no governmental funding; neither does it 
receive funding from other rhino protection agencies and 
animal welfare organisations (with the exception of Humane 
Society International) for its rhino protection program, and 
keeping individual rhinos alive remains a massive financial 
struggle.  Public donations are all that, under the current 
circumstances, truly determine a situation of life and death!

SanWild initiated their volunteer rhino guard program early 
in 2011 as fears for the safety and lives of hand raised rhinos 
and other rhinos grew.  During a 10-day period 11 rhinos were 
slaughtered by poachers in a 30 kilometre radius around the 
SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary and their horns were removed.
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FreshwaterTurtlesProtecting
FRESHWATER
TURTLES IN CHINA

Operating below the radar the SanWild Wildlife Trust has 
managed to effectively protect and keep individual rhinos alive 
on private land.  The program is quite simple, but effective.  
Volunteer rhino guards are invited from all over the world.  
The criteria to be chosen as a volunteer rhino guard calls 
for committed individuals with specialised background and 
training.  SanWild only accepts men with previous military or 
conservation counter poaching training for periods exceeding 
three months at any given time; food, accommodation, 
specialised equipment and transportation is provided.

In South Africa the volunteer rhino guards are deployed 
alongside specialised counter poaching rangers at a number 
of undisclosed locations where rhinos are protected day and 
night by the armed men that shadow their every movement.  
Louise Joubert, founder trustee of the SanWild Wildlife 
Trust, says there is no substitute for the physical presence of 
dedicated and committed armed individuals that move with 
the rhinos 24/7.

In addition to the presence of armed rhino guards, rhinos 
are discouraged to remain in any particular area by stopping 
supplement feeding of items such as lucerne and game 
pellets.  Louise says one of the biggest threats to a rhino’s life 
is for it to become accustomed to being fed in a particular 
area by staff of the private landowner.

The next threat to a rhino’s life is the presence of staff that 
cannot be trusted and their particular knowledge of the rhino’s 
whereabouts and movements.  In many cases of poaching 
where rhinos were killed, there has been inside involvement 
by rangers or staff members on private land.

In national parks and provincial game reserves rangers and 
other staff members have been charged with poaching and 
arrested.  Traffic officers that spot rhinos while doing patrols 
on national roads have been arrested alongside poachers; 
police officers too have been arrested for poaching.  It seems 
everyone is involved as the financial rewards are huge while 
horns are effectively taken out of the country.

Of the 333 rhinos killed in South Africa last year only 8 horns 
were recovered by the authorities and a year later the situation 
has not improved at all.  The South African authorities seem 
to be unable or unwilling to stop the flow of rhino horns 
leaving the country by means of courier, shipping containers 
or by being carried across borders, while money continues 
to flow back into South Africa to fuel the poaching.

Sadly, in this war keeping individual rhinos alive to ensure 
the survival of their species, an organisation like SanWild 
can only take it one day at a time; a day by day approach to 
pray and do what you can to ensure that rhinos under your 
care do not get gunned down and their horns removed.  
Or worse, get darted and have their horns removed while they 
are still alive, to be left to bleed to death and suffer terribly 
before eventually succumbing to the injuries inflicted upon 
them by man’s cruel hand.

HSI and the WLT are partnering with the global Turtle 
Conservation Fund (TCF) to protect freshwater turtles and 
tortoises around the world.  The project illustrated here is 
one of some 32 individual projects in 15 countries that we 
have been privileged to support.  Li Fei, Wang Hesheng, 
Jay Wan, Bosco Chan and Michael Lau briefly outline their 
project aimed at conserving numerous threatened freshwater 
turtle species in the Yinggeling Nature Reserve:

“Yinggeling Nature Reserve (YGL) is a 505 km2 protected 
area on Hainan Island, China, representing 1.5% of the island’s  
total land area.  However, recent field records, preliminary 
interview results and wild caught individuals observed by  
reserve wardens suggest YGL probably supports all 11 species 
of non-marine chelonian species currently known to Hainan; 
including three species listed in the Turtle Conservation Fund 
(TCF) Priority Species List (Cuora galbinifrons, Cuora 
trifasciata and Pelochelys cantorii).  Nearly all of these 
chelonians are either listed as endangered or critically 
endangered in the IUCN Red List but conservation efforts 
targeting chelonians and their critical habitats are lacking 
and all species are threatened.  Hence, only four species 
have been confirmed by scientists in YGL in recent years.  
In addition, local villagers do not understand the need for 
conserving turtles, as compared to some other plant and 
animal groups, and public education is urgently needed.

Our program aims to: conduct systematic field surveys to 
determine the distribution and status of chelonian species in 
YGL; identify key chelonian conservation areas in YGL and 
to carry out effective measures to protect the turtles and their 
habitats (in particular those in the TCF Priority Species List); 
train up YGL reserve wardens for chelonian-focused patrol 
regimes to deter illegal collecting; and assess collecting 
pressure and other threats so as to design and undertake 
appropriate awareness-raising activities in communities 
surrounding key chelonian conservation areas of YGL.”

Cuora galbinifrons — D Hendrie
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Owners

Friends of the Western Buddhist Order Toorooka Inc.
Pete Graham
Jenny Cee
Roger Poole
Lee McCosker
Mavis and Henry Mann
Dianne and Peter Ward
Penny Bartholomew
Jillian Powers and Ian Incoll
Ken and Beverley Rumsby
Alan Flanagan
Steve Haslam
Liesl Pollak
Scott and Angela Barber

14 new sanctuaries

Ryan and Janita Lloyd
Scott and Susan Reilly
Gill and Eunice Campbell

3 new sanctuaries

Charles Foster
1 new sanctuary

Tobin and Jennifer Rowallan
1 new sanctuary

Size (ha)

66.7
84
84
32
12

4.86
2.8
81

2.02
6.1

40.5
164
10

0.65
590.63

2.02
0.2

13,000
13,002.22

2.02
2.02

0.44
0.44

Sanctuary Name 

Naganaga Vihara
Sheep Station Creek
Myhayven
Glenferrie
Humane Farm Management
Mavis and Henry’s Refuge
Flinty Ridge Farm
Inner Views
Fernbank
Buckombil
Flanagan’s Ridge
Quoll Headquarters
Girin
Scott and Angela’s Refuge

Ryan and Janita’s Refuge
Lomandra
Claravale

Glenavon

Tobin and Jennifer’s Refuge

Location

Toorooka
Rhine Falls
Taralga
Braidwood
Yarravel
Mullumbimby
Dirty Creek
Taralga
Lisarow
Meerschaum Vale
Gunnedah
Tenterfield
Deep Creek
Clunes

Elanora
Yarraman
Mitchell

Cobram

Fern Tree

New South Wales 

Queensland

Victoria

Tasmania

New Members

Casper’s Hideaway NSW
$385,000 neg.

Casper’s Hideaway is a 745 hectare 
sanctuary covered by rugged Australian 
bushland and featuring a liveable hut, cliff 
faces, ravines and small creeks in Upper 
Mongogarie (near Casino), northeast New 
South Wales.  The sanctuary is protected 
in perpetuity through a Voluntary 
Conservation Agreement with the NSW 
Government, and is home to over 100 
bird species and endangered fauna such 
as brush-tailed rock wallabies.

For Sale
The owners of the following 
WLT sanctuaries are looking 
for conservation-minded buyers. 

For further information on any 
of these spectacular properties, 
get in touch with Evan on 1800 333 737 
or email him at evan@hsi.org.au.

WILDLIFE LAND TRUST SANCTUARIESNew

for SAle
Sanctuaries
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Speciesprofile
QUOLLS

*North Queensland subspecies, endangered; SE mainland population, endangered; Tasmanian population, vulnerable.

does not affect quolls as severely as it does its target species, 
it is not uncommon for them to consume a lethal amount of the 
bait, resulting in an agonising death.  Ingesting a large cane 
toad can similarly kill quolls through poisoning, leaving very 
few with the opportunity to learn from experience.  Ecologists 
at the University of Sydney are attempting to combat these 
occurrences (already with some success) by training “toad-smart” 
quolls — feeding them very small toads to make a negative 
association that stays with them for life.

Fortunately, a significant proportion of Wildlife Land Trust 
members (approximately 15%) have mentioned having either 
spotted-tailed or eastern quolls on their property, demonstrating 
the important role conservation of private lands can play 
in alleviating the growing pressure on threatened species.  
Humane Society International and the Wildlife Land Trust 
continue in our attempts to protect these species by nominating 
threatened habitats for legal protection, and pushing for species-
specific and more humane control alternatives to 1080 baiting.

Quolls are primarily nocturnal and carnivorous marsupials, 
with the smaller species and individuals most commonly 
eating birds, insects, frogs, lizards and fruit, while the larger 
examples (typically spotted-tailed quolls) feed on larger birds, 
reptiles, and mammals such as possums and rabbits.  Quolls 
have adapted the ability to obtain all of their water requirements 
through food, a very useful trait during droughts and in areas 
where water is scarce!  Breeding typically occurs in the winter 
months, with the gestation period for all four species being 21 
days.  Litters average around six pups, with the exception of the 
eastern quoll, which can give birth to up to 30 — however only 
six of these have the chance to live due to competition for teats.

The main threats to quoll survival include urban development, 
the expansion of agricultural lands, poisoning through cane 
toads or 1080 baits, and predators such as cats and foxes, 
which not only prey on quolls but compete with them for food. 
Although 1080 (sodium fluoroacetate) — the contentious 
poison used to control feral species such as rabbits and foxes —

Quolls
EPBC Act status

Not threatened
Endangered
Endangered*
Vulnerable

Female

  0.9
0.3 – 0.5
Up to 4

  0.9

Male

  1.3
0.4 – 0.9
Up to 7

  1.3

Female

  56
33 – 60
69 – 87
  58.5

Male

  61
25 – 62

75 – 131
  66.5

Scientific Name

Dasyurus viverrinus
Dasyurus hallucatus
Dasyurus maculatus
Dasyurus geoffroii

Common Name 

Eastern quoll
Northern quoll
Spotted-tailed quoll
Western quoll

Weight (kg)Head–tail length (cm)

Quolls
Four of the world’s six quoll species 
are native to and found only in Australia: 
the eastern, northern, western and 
spotted-tailed (or tiger) quolls, with 
the other two species occurring in 
New Guinea.  Both the population 
size and distribution of each of the 
Australian species have drastically 
declined since European settlement, 
with the dire situation faced by all 
recognised through threatened listings 
under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999 
(aside from the eastern quoll, which 
is quite abundant in Tasmania despite 
being driven to extinction on the 
Australian mainland).

Tiger quolls — Craig Dingle / iStockphoto.com



Sanctuary

Eucalypt
WildlifELANDS

ISSUE 9  2011

11

Continued on page 12

Woodlands

Sanctuary

We were recently notified of the excellent news that three HSI/WLT 
nominated ecological communities were among six that made the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 
Act) Finalised Priority Assessment List (FPAL) for 2011, which 
identifies and sets timeframe deadlines for what will be assessed by 
the independent Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC).  
Our selected nominations, all with proposed statuses of endangered, 
were ‘Posidonia Seagrass Meadows’, ‘Hinterland Sand Flats Forests 
and Woodlands of the Sydney Basin Bioregion’, and ‘Eucalypt 
Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt’, with the TSSC 
being required to provide its advice to the Environment Minister 
for each in 2013.

Spanning the greatest area of our three nominations featured on  
the FPAL, there are estimated to be more than 950,000 hectares of  
Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt remaining.  
Although seemingly large, this figure pales in comparison to estimated 
losses across the ecological community which, although varying 
slightly from one study to another, reach a general consensus that  
greater than 90% of the woodlands have disappeared since European 
settlement.  So little of the nominated eucalypt woodlands remain, 
and in such fragmented patches, that most suffer from isolation and  
lack connectivity, as well as being subject to substantial edge effects.

Past broad scale clearing brought about this habitat fragmentation 
and resultant changes in water and nutrient fluxes, while grazing by 
hard-hooved domestic stock and feral herbivores such as rabbits, 
and invasion by exotic plant species continue to have a detrimental 
impact on the community.  

As time progresses, further effects of fragmentation such 
as inbreeding and a loss of pollinators become more 
evident, and losses of functional fauna, for example 
digging mammals such as woylies (Bettongia penicillata) 
and boodies (Bettongia lesueur) which contribute to 
soil turn-over and the creation of microhabitats for seed 
germination, have a cascading effect.

Key threatened species within the community are 
numerous, with faunal examples listed as threatened 
under both the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation 
Act, 1950 and Commonwealth EPBC Act including 
the red-tailed phascogale (Phascogale calura), black-
flanked rock-wallaby (Petrogale lateralis lateralis), 
western quoll (Dasyurus geoffroii), western barred 
Bandicoot (Perameles bougainville bougainville), numbat 
(Myrmecobius fasciatus) and Carnaby’s black cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus latirostris).  

We look forward to a positive assessment and hope to  
see these priceless woodlands gain legal protection from, 
and priority management to abate, the myriad of threats 
they are under, effectively improving the survival chances 
of not only the aforementioned species, but all that 
call the Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian 
Wheatbelt home.

Threatened ecological community profile
Eucalypt Woodlands         
    of the Western 
Australian Wheatbelt

The Daisy Wildlife Sanctuary was established in mid-2011, with multiple conservation easements 
donated to the Humane Society Wildlife Land Trust.  While these agreements include 
the landowners’ vision of physically improving the area as wildlife habitat, they contain the 
US WLT’s usual prohibitions against future development, destructive logging practices, and 
recreational and commercial hunting and trapping.

Located within the Sabine River Basin, the property holds mature forest, open pasture and old 
field habitats.  The forested areas are dominated by oak and ash trees with a variety of sedges, 
rushes, and woods oats.

sanctuary profileUS
DAISy WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Chris Curnow, WWF
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Our Mission: 
Wildlife Land Trust Australia 
protects wildlife by preserving 
natural habitats and permanent 
sanctuaries. 

Our Goals:
To see the protection of one 
million acres of wildlife habitat 
across Australia in the Wildlife 
Land Trust sanctuary network.

To seek the expansion of 
Wildlife Land Trust sanctuary 
partnerships throughout Africa, 
India and south-east Asia.

Wildlife Land Trust
PO Box 439 
Avalon NSW 2107 Australia
Telephone +61 2 9973 1728 
Facsimile +61 2 9973 1729
Email wlt@hsi.org.au
www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au
www.wlt.org
ISBN 978-0-9871112-5-8

DaisyWildlife
Become part of the Wildlife Land Trust!
If you are interested in registering your property with the Wildlife Land Trust, head to 
our new website at www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au and click on the ‘Sign your land up 
now!’ button to complete the simple online application form.  If you don’t have internet 
access or would like further information, call 1800 333 737 to arrange for an application 
form and information pack to be mailed out.

We invite you to join Australia’s contribution 
to an international wildlife sanctuary network.
The Wildlife Land Trust is a very inclusive initiative, a feature exemplified by the wide 
range of sizes, uses and locations of our current members — whether your property is 1 or 
1,000 acres, a working farm, family home or dedicated purely to conservation, a positive 
difference for native wildlife and habitat conservation can be made through the declaration 
of intent that Wildlife Land Trust membership signifies.

The primary focus of the Wildlife Land Trust is to encourage private land holders with an 
interest in habitat protection to join with like-minded people in a national and global effort 
for wildlife conservation.  Membership benefits include: becoming part of a continually 
growing national and international network of sanctuaries promoting best conservation 
practices; the facilitation of useful communication between sanctuary members and HSI 
staff; help and advice regarding both the legal and ecological integrity of the property 
should it be required; becoming a partner in our habitat conservation programs throughout 
Australia; the opportunity to talk about invaluable work undertaken to protect important 
wildlife habitats through a dedicated website profile for your sanctuary; a membership 
certificate; and Wildlife Land Trust signs to erect on your property.

The program is completely voluntary and there are no costs or legal obligations involved 
— the WLT is designed to complement any existing or future agreements you might enter 
into to protect your land, the non-binding nature of our agreements means there is no need 
for concern over potential conflicts in the slightest.  This makes the Wildlife Land Trust 
a risk and cost free opportunity to get involved in a worldwide conservation initiative.

Our website at www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au provides regularly updated information on the 
Australian WLT program and our project partners, while further details of the Trust’s international 
activities can be found on the US based WLT website at www.wlt.org.  If you have any queries 
regarding the application process or the Wildlife Land Trust in general, please do not hesitate 
to contact Evan Quartermain on 1800 333 737 or email him at evan@hsi.org.au.

Continued from page 11

A variety of wild grains and grasses cover the open pasture and old field habitats, providing 
cover and food for the many animals that call this land their home.  Natural springs and a 
healthy creek provide year-round fresh water, so important to free-roaming animals and birds.

Among the wildlife species found on the sanctuary are white-tailed deer, bobcats, coyotes, 
wild turkeys and beavers.  A tremendous variety of birds, from hawks to songbirds to ducks, 
can be found here as year-round residents and migratory visitors.

The Daisy Wildlife Sanctuary is named after Daisy Morris Rabb.  During the 1930s, she and her 
husband acquired most of the property that comprises the 564 acre sanctuary.  Daisy inspired 
in her children and grandchildren a reverence for and deep connection to nature — she was the 
constant gardener who chatted about the daily habits of birds, about the seasons for flowers, wild 
and otherwise, and about the myriad critters who shared the land her family called home.  The 
Rabb’s influence extended to their neighbours, whose property is also included in the sanctuary.

The landowners involved with this project have invested years of work in the sanctuary’s wetlands  
and forested areas.  Their goal is to “restore and improve the habitat to what it once looked like 
about 150 years ago and preserve it in perpetuity.”  Creating this permanent safe haven for wildlife is 
a major part of their effort to continue to preserve and enhance Granny Daisy’s gift and her legacy.


