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Sadly we have to report that since our August newsletter went out, the slaughter of South Africa s rhinos continue.  

The official number is now standing at 348, but our unofficial number comes to 353 unfortunate creatures that 

died as a result of man s greed.  All poaching incidents are tragic, but even more tragic are the number of 

pregnant cows along with un-weaned young that are killed.  In most instances where there are un-weaned young, 

even the calves are killed by the poachers; some endure the most terrible cruelty before they finally die.  Some of 

the most recent incidents include a mother and calf that was darted in the Shamwari Game Reserve.  The cow 

died, but the calf whose horns had been removed miraculously survived and is doing well under the expert care of 

their wildlife veterinarian Dr. Johan Joubert. 

 

On the ground there is not too much hope at this stage that the war against rhino poachers will be won, but only 

time will tell.  Our government still lacks the political will to stop the slaughter and while the ANC government 

plans to spend R100 million rand on parties to celebrate their party s existence in 2012, counter poaching units in 

provincial and national parks; along with law enforcement agencies remain under staffed and lack funding. 

 

 

On private land the picture is even bleaker with no government support and increased attacks on rhinos.  The 

Wildlife Ranchers Association in South Africa continue their attempts to commercialize rhinos by re-opening the 

trade in rhino horn and have had a number of meetings to discuss this.  In addition to their meetings they have 
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contracted environmental economists to actively lobby for the trade to be re-opened.  All in all, the situation 

remains pretty bleak for the poor rhinos that are such delightful and stunning creatures.  It seems that they too like 

the lions of South Africa will become commodities to be exploited to the heart s content of cruel and ruthless 

people with very little or no interest of our government that seems to care very little indeed about conservation 

principles/ethics and animal welfare. 

 

SanWild is also extremely proud that our volunteer rhino guard program that ensures protection for 14 rhinos on a 

number of private game farms is still working well.  We have devised a certain program to make it as difficult as 

possible for poachers to locate and kill rhinos on private land.  One of the most important aspects of this program 

has been secrecy and for now it most definitely works for us.  Rhino guards are carefully screened and the 

animals themselves are shadowed 24/7 by a small group of dedicated, experienced military operatives that will 

voluntarily lay down their lives for that of the animals they love, respect and protect.  The rhinos that are in the 

care of this group of 21 guys are most definitely no easy target. 

 

On the lighter side of life:  even rhino guards occasionally get on the wrong side of the rhinos they care for and 

need to make good their escape  even if the only trees around are full of thorns. 
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M aking a stand for South Africaôs rhinos: 

  

In South Africa a very special lady called Ayesha Copeland Cantor conceptualized a brilliant way to get the 

attention of all South Africans for the sake of our rhinos. She started painting the horns of the rhinos depicted on 

South Africa s R10 in red.  We support this initiative and think it is a great way to let the public have a wakeup call 

that extinction is forever and that while we go about our daily lives a rhino a day dies in South Africa at the hands 

of poachers that kill the animals for their horns.  Hopefully this blood stained  money will also get the attention of 

our government that is not doing nearly enough to curb poaching while at the same time they spend millions on 

expanding our trade relations with countries such as China, Thailand and Vietnam who are responsible (along 

with corrupt and greedy South Africans) for the demise of an icon species.  Feel free to join this initiative; and 

should you receive such a R10 note, give a thought to another innocent animal that died as a direct result of 

mankind s greed.  So get painting and show your support! 
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Maputo Zoo Rescue : 

 

On the 3rd November 2011 SanWild was contacted by Wardah Frizlar, a producer s coordinator at Strike Back 11 

in Cape Town.  His team was in Mozambique scouting for locations when they found a lone hippo male in the 

Maputo Zoo is suffering of severe neglect.  The animal s teeth are in desperate need of attention and had grown 

out totally deformed as a result of its prolonged life in captivity feeding on an un-natural diet.  His world in the zoo 

is shared by two crocodiles, a couple of baboons, two samango monkeys, some vervet monkeys, two genets, a 

cobra and puffadder, and yellow-billed kite.  Other than the mentioned animals, the zoo is deserted.  We cannot 

but take pity on these poor unfortunate creatures and have decided to launch a rescue to negotiate the animals 

release to SanWild and return them to the wild in the safety of the SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

Subsequently SanWild has visited the zoo to verify the situation.  We found the zoo in disrepair and animals very 

neglected and have decided to attempt to negotiate the release of the animals and relocate them to South Africa 

in order for them to be released in the safety of the SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary where they may live out the rest of 

their lives in the wild after a rehabilitation program to return them to the wild. 

 

A negotiator has been appointed to negotiate the release of the hippo and if possible all other animals from the 

zoo. Should we for any reason fail with getting the animals released; all funds raised on their behalf will be 

allocated to the protection of rhinos in South Africa. Anticipating a positive outcome we urgently need to raise at 

least $3000.00 right now. 

 

From past experience we know that it may become necessary for us to purchase the animals to ensure their 

release and although this may raise some eyebrows we have to act in the animals  best interest.  They have a 

miserable life and deserve the opportunity to be wild and free.  Anyway it will be great to have a real good news 

story for a change with all the doom and gloom hanging over our country as a direct result of the total onslaught 

against South Africa s rhinos.  Let s show the world that together we can dream; and make our dreams reality.   

 

Donations towards this rescue can be made on-line on our website.  Please click Maputo Zoo Rescue 

Donations are also accepted by means of direct internet or banking transfers to our trust account at ABSA, Danie 

Joubert Street, Tzaneen, 0895.  Account no 9111221180, Branch 334349, Swift code ABSAZAJJ. 

 

 

http://www.sanwild.org/
http://www.sanwild.com/AdoptMe/Adoptions.asp
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Please make your donation no w if you would like to end this poor creatureÙs 

lonely existence in  a run - down zoo where it is suffering severe neglect.  We 

know he can be returned to the wild and with your financial assistance we 

can make it possible.  
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A pangolin called Sid : 
 
 

Over the years SanWild has had many success stories and we are very proud of our achievements in the field of 

wildlife rescue, rehabilitation, hand raising and release.  On the 22nd August 2011 we were notified by the 

Tzaneen branch of the SPCA that a pangolin female and young were confiscated from a poacher.   

 

Ellie Potgieter, the chief inspector and manager was on her way to SanWild to drop off the two pangolins for 

treatment and release back to the wild.  At the time of their arrival the baby pangolin weighed only 300 grams. For 

two days we monitored both mom and baby intensively, but quickly realized that the baby although feeding from 

its mom started dropping in weight quite drastically.  The adult female was also stressed and refused to eat.  Even 

taking her on long walks proved unsuccessful as she was clearly disturbed by the constant presence of a human.  

A tough decision was made to release the female and pull the young pangolin for hand raising.  Pangolins are 

notoriously difficult to hand raise and our research showed that nobody managed to get them past the age of 

approximately 6 months at which time the young normally take a turn for the worse and die.   

 

The young pangolin named Sid (as on Ice Age Sloth) quickly improved on a formula used to raise kittens.  Within 

weeks his weight doubled and today he weighs a healthy 1.68kg.  He has just started feeding on termites and 

ants (but not too much yet) and we are confident that this young pangolin will be returned to the wild healthy and 

strong. 

.  
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SanWild receives no government funding and we are totally reliant on the 

generosity and goodwill of kind hearted people to ensure the continued existence 
of our wildlife rescues and counter poaching unit; as well as to provide a safe 

sanctuary by means of a protected wildlife reserve for thousands of rescued wild 
animals. 

 

Baby pangolin 
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There are many ways in which you can help SanWild, but let s list some of the best options: 

 

¶ Purchase a conservation certificate:  

 

 Habitat protection is the key; land is what it takes. Without land wild animals cannot be saved and more and 

more of them will be threatened by extinction, but with your help, we can stop the tide. What is the point in 

working to eradicate animal cruelty if injured, orphaned, traumatized or misplaced animals cannot find a new, 

safe home they can call their own - a place where they can once again learn to trust and not fear mankind.  

 

Our conservation certificate campaign is a great (and very easy) opportunity to show your commitment to 

animal welfare, rescue and rehabilitation, wildlife preservation, habitat protection and conservation. By joining 

our efforts to provide a safe, natural habitat sanctuary for life you will also be offsetting your own carbon 

footprint and do your bit to meet the imminent threats of global warming.  

 

The stunning conservation certificates have been designed by leading South Africa advertising agency 

BBDO. Please purchase a yearly conservation certificate for only $150.00 and become the RightKind for 

WildKind. You can also purchase this certificate for a friend, family member or business associate and 

SanWild will throw in a discount voucher applicable to all accommodation booked in either of SanWild s Bush 

Camps absolutely free of charge.  To purchase yours please click Purchase a Conservation Certificate 

 

¶ Join as a Founding Member and receive a free membership   package and a book about the SanWild 

Wildlife Sanctuary: ÖA place in the sun×. 

Please note that in order to join as a Founding Member you need to register on our website.  To proceed 

please click Membership Page  

 

Kindly please note that SanWild is registered with the South African Revenue Services and all donations made to 

SanWild is tax-deductable to all South Africans on Section 18A of the income tax act.  Donations made by private 

individuals or companies qualify for a formal tax receipt and are handed in when you submit your annual tax 

returns.  For more information please do not hesitate to contact us on Email 

 

 

Buy now 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SanWild-Bush-Camps/163342580364263
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SanWild-Bush-Camps/163342580364263
http://www.sanwild.com/HowYouCanHelp/Certificates.asp
http://www.sanwild.com/Membership/MembershipHome.asp
mailto:sanwild@pixie.co.za
http://www.sanwild.com/AdoptMe/Adoptions.asp
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Add that something special to your Christmas Stocking for a loved one or friend by purchasing a personalized 

Christmas Holiday Gift Card  We will email this holiday voucher to you so that it can be printed out in time to hand 

to that very special person on Christmas Eve.  Now go on; spoil yourself, your family, a good friend or the staff 

that worked hard in 2011 to help you build a successful business.  

o Bukisa Camp Vouchers are sold at R4000.00 per voucher for a group 8 people for a 3 night stay 

on a self-catering basis. 

o Savannah Camp Vouchers are sold at R500.00 per person per night.  You determine the number 

of nights and number of people. Fully catered for; all inclusive of game drives and hiking trails.  

o For enquiries, terms and conditions or to purchase your Christmas Voucher, please Email Lizel 

Kachelhoffer without delay.  To view our camps please click SanWild Bush Camps 

 

Great gift 

idea  for that 

special  

f riend  or 

family 

member  

Free 10% 

discount voucher 

included for all 

accommodation 

booked in either 

of our bush 

camps.  

http://www.sanwild.com/
mailto:reservations@sanwild.org
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/SanWild-Bush-Camps/163342580364263
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Become a Founding Member and get a copy of ñA place in the sun ï the story of the 

SanWild Wildlife Sanctuaryò absolutely free of charge - a 36 page high gloss photographic 
book for your coffee table.   

 

 
 
 
 

Email  us for more information  or 
phone Lizel Kachelhoffer on +27 (0) 
834594913. 
 
To join up as a founding members for 
yourself, a friend / partner , a family 
member or business associate please 
 Register to join as a Founding 
Member. 


