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SANWILD LION PRIDES:

We would like to thank all the people and organizations who responded so positively 
towards our lion rescue appeal.  You are all true animal heroes and without your support 
and donations we simply would have lost hope and heart a long time ago already. Please 
accept our sincere appreciation. 



We would like to also extend a special thank you to THE TRUST (South Africa) , THE FONDATION 
BRIGITTE BARDOT (France), THE HUMANE SOCIETY (USA) and the MARCHIG TRUST 
(Scotland) for their donations towards feeding the SanWild Lions.

Most of our donors have been with us since the day the 1st pride of rescued lions arrived at 
SanWild in 2003.  

However what many of you do not know is that our large predator sanctuary was in actual fact 
initiated by the Limpopo Nature Conservation Department who in discussion with SanWild indicated
that the canned lion breeding and hunting industry was spiraling out of control and that urgent 
action was needed to prosecute certain individuals that have set up illegal breeding projects.  Many 
of these individuals were also involved with the illegal hunting of lions by professional hunting 
outfitters.

At the time a handful of Nature Conservation Officials remained in the Department who 
desperately wanted to step up the law enforcement operations and wanted to confiscated lions held 
illegally without permits.  The conservation departments at the time (and still do not have) any 
facility where confiscated wild animals; in particular predators could be help pending the outcome 
of criminal procedures.  Funding and expertise to care for confiscated animals was also not 
available.

To assist our local conservation authorities we agreed to raise donor funding and to build such a 
facility and the conservation department in return agreed that they would not return the 
confiscated lions to hunters or lion breeders.  We never expected this act of goodwill to be thrown 
back in our faces.

Despite our agreement with the conservation department’s law enforcement division some of the 
prides on lions at SanWild were put up for sale to hunters on a Problem Animal Control Tender and 
we urgently had to bring a High Court Application to prevent the sale of the lions to hunters.

The agreement from the conservation department to pay for the upkeep and feeding of the lions 
were also never honored and this is currently the subject of a pending legal application.

Sadly the above actions reflects the attitude of a few individuals that unfortunately abuse their 
authority and power and who simply does not care how a relationship between a private NGO like 
SanWild and their department can deteriorate.   

Fortunately we do maintain a good relationship with a number of individuals in the Department that 
obviously realize the need for a good working relationship between an organization like SanWild and 
their department to promote bio-diversity protection and to ensure that wild animals; especially 
endangered species are protected against exploitation and illegal activities.

Sadly no long term sponsorship has yet been found and we therefore still need your financial 
support to ensure the welfare (and full tummies) of the SanWild Lions.  You will find more 
information about our lions on our main website www.sanwild.org under SUCCESS STORY ARCHIVE. 

Donations to help feed the SanWild lions can be made on-line donations can be made via our website 
www.sanwild.com or by means of a direct banking or internet transfer to ABSA Account number 



9111221180, Branch Code 334349.  International donations will need our SWIFT CODE 
(ABSAZAJJ) or an IBAN CODE (ZA632005)  

For more information or any help to make your donation please email Lizel Kachelhoffer on 
lizel@sanwild.org

ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL SWIM:

On the 13th March 2010 a sponsorship swim took place at the St. Georges School in 
Port Elizabeth.  

Kathryn Bell and her two friends, Andrew Reen and Brett Bagley undertook to swim as many lengths 
as they could to help raise funds for SanWild’s lions.  After receiving an email from a friend, 
Kathryn was so deeply moved about the plight of the SanWild lions that she felt that she just had 
to do something to ensure that these majestic creatures could continue to live out their natural 
lives at SanWild with full tummies.  Putting the lions down as a result of dwindling donor funding was 
simply not an option.  

With great courage and enthusiasm she arrange with a friend working at the school to use their 
pool for two hours.  The dynamic trio obtained sponsorship from friends and family and started 
swimming at 10.00am.  By 12h00 noon Kathryn completed 132 lengths, Andrew and Brett each 
completed 48 lengths.  A total of R2010.00 was donated to SanWild on the 6th April 2001.  Well 
done guys and a huge thank you to Kathryn for taking the initiative.



BINGO EVENING:

A Bingo evening has been organised by Drew Abrahamson to help raise funds for SanWild.  There 
are truly some great prizes up for grabs – like a hot air balloon safari over the Cradle of Mankind, 
accommodation at Leopard Hills Private Game Lodge and many more.  If you live in the 
Johannesburg area make sure to diarise the 13th September 2010 at the Barnyard Theatre in 
Broadacres.  For more information or to make your booking please email Drew on 
drew@worldonline.co.za or phone her on 011- 4691702 or mobile 082 4642726.

Some people have in the past gone to extreme measures to help us raise funds.  With a smile on our 
faces we can still recall when Angie Howard sat down in a public road in England and had her hair 
shaved off to help SanWild.  See pictures below. Such people do deserve a special thank you.

SanWild welcomes all initiative from people choosing to get involved with fund raising for our 
project.  If you have some great ideas, please do not hesitate to email Louise Joubert on 
louise@sanwild.org  All help is greatly appreciated.



POACHING:

Earlier this month poachers 
breached our security and entered 

the reserve.

A massive 76 cable snares was set 
and we sadly lost 3 blue wildebeest, 
a zebra mare, 2 warthogs and a kudu 
cow.  Louise discovered the snares 

and dead animals when she 
investigated to see why a large 

number of vultures were descending
into the bush.

SanWild rangers and staff worked 
until 03h00am the next morning with 
flash lights to find and remove the 

snares before more animals could be 
killed.

Only the animal’s heads and ribcages 
were left behind and the meaty hind 
legs and fore quarters were cut up 

and carried out of the reserve.

An ostrich was still found alive, 
trapped on a back leg and she is 

making a full recovery despite some 
scratches and injuries to her face.  

The swelling on her leg will take 
some time to heal, but she has 

already been released back to the 
wild.

Bark had been stripped off the tree as the bull desperately 
fought for its life.

Snared blue wildebeest bull



Crime has reached alarming proportions in South Africa and sadly its seems that our government is 
a million light years away from getting grips on the situation.  While people are attacked, robbed 
and assaulted by criminals who seem to get bolder by the day, what hope remains for innocent 
animals and what protection do they get through the legal system? From our experience very little!

Crime has also seen the sharp and extremely alarming increase in the poaching of mostly white 
rhinos on private land.  An alarming 62 rhinos have been slaughtered since the beginning of January 
2010.  There is an atmosphere of raw panic amongst conservationists in South Africa!  Government 
departments are under staffed and lack the expertise to effectively deal with the genocide.  The 
onslaught awaited for many years has finally arrived and South Africa finds itself ill-equipped to 
deal with the crisis.  Meetings are held and coalitions are being formed to help deal with the 
problem and get syndicate members arrested but until these measures take effect the slaughter of 
rhinos on private land, national and provincial reserves continue.  During 2009 around 30 odd rhinos 
were poached, in 2010 this had doubled up in 5 months!!!!

An orphaned baby rhino standing next to her mother.  Another rhino cow killed 
alongside this little one’s mother also had a small calf.  Her calf sadly ran away and 
could not be found in time to save its life.  The little rhino bull starved to death.  Both 
rhino cows were poached in Limpopo Province

Urgent action is needed to protect wild animals in South Africa – no longer can we rely on official 
government departments and the justice departments.  Prevention is better than cure and it has 
become necessary to put well trained and armed rangers between wildlife and poachers that do not 
even care about the endangered status of wildlife.  South Africa’s privately owned land has been 
turned into a war zone – a war against innocent animals.  If you would like to donate to help us 
establish a crack counter poaching unit please email louise@sanwild.org for more information.  
Corporate sponsorship is urgently needed to establish a formal rangers training facility that will not 
only help wild animals, but will also help with social upliftment and job creation in South Africa 
poorest province.



WILD ANIMAL RESCUES:

Wild animal rescues remain an important part of our work, but injured, orphaned and misplaced wild 
animals were brought in by members of the public on a regular basis and we would like to introduce 
you to some of the new “hooligans” that have become part of the SanWild family.

At Andre and Louise’s house you will find a warthog trio.  The male of the group was brought to us 
from Free Me in Johannesburg and the two little females was dropped off as orphans.  Called 
Raydon, Sammy and Vlooi (Flea) they rule the entire household and all the other animals, domestic 
and wild in the yard.  House raids became a common practice until such time as Andre put a special 
guard door on the kitchen door so that the trio can only peep inside.  Vlooi is still small enough to 

Two more poached white 
rhinos – this time a female 

whose horns had been 
removed and her sub-adult 
calf – possibly shot because 
he posed a problem for the 
poachers while they were 

removing his dead mother’s 
horn.

His little horn was left 
intact.  What a total waste 
of an endangered animal’s 

life.



come through the small opening that allow dogs and cats to enter and leave the house, but prefer to 
stay outside with the two bigger warthogs.  Keeping them company is a rescued poacher’s dog called 
Ore (Ears).  Amazing how the warthogs and dog can look guilty as “partners in crime”.  The warthogs 
had just finished eating mealie porridge and milk, their snouts still covered in the porridge. 

At SanWild we try our utmost best to return animals back to the wild ASAP as all wild animals held 
in captivity for whatever reason find it extremely stressful and it truly is not in the animals best 
interest to keep them captive any longer than is absolutely necessary.  

At our facility you will never find enclosure upon enclosure filled with wild animals that are 
seemingly quite okay.  When animals arrive they are evaluated by our team, stabilized and taken to a 
qualified WildKind Veterinarian for treatment.  

If no veterinary treatment is needed animals are treated and given a couple of days to recuperate 
before they are released back to the wild.  If and where possible animals are treated at the rescue 
sites and set free in their territory.  

The animal’s best interest is always the main priority. 



NIKKI

TIMMY

Scrub hares seem to arrive in 
droves this year.  Pictured here 

are the two latest arrivals.

Nikki was brought in by Elaine 
Tribe from Haenertsburg just 

outside Tzaneen.

Timmy was brought in all the way 
from Makado by Pieter Snyman 
who found the little guy running 
on the main Polokwane / Makado 
highway.  The young scrub hare 
blinded by the lights of many 
approaching cars froze in the 
middle of the road and Pieter 

truly risked his life to stop and 
run onto the highway to save the 

little guys life.

Both scrub hares are doing just 
great and will in time join all the 
others that have already been 

released back to the wild.

Scrub hares are notoriously 
difficult to hand raise and it is 
best to if you find an orphaned 
or injured baby to hand it over 
to a reputable rehabilitation 

centre ASAP.

Also please understand that 
scrub hare babies only defense
from predators is to hide away 

and in many instances, the young 
are simply hiding away in the tall 
grass or under a bush when you
find them.  Their mothers know 
exactly where their babies have 
been left and it is possibly best 

to just leave the baby hares 
where you find them; unless off 
course if they are in danger or 

injured.



WILD ANIMAL RELEASES:

This year has already seen a number of successful wild animal releases.

Serval – a young serval kitten was 
caught in a bush fire in October 

2009.  When the animal was brought 
into the centre it was feared that 
its eyes had been damaged in the 
fire.  We are extremely happy to 

report that the young serval turned 
out to be quite okay and was given a 

clean bill of health by our 
veterinarian.  The young kitten has 

grown into a stunning young adult and 
has now been moved into a large 

release camp for the final stage of 
its impending release back to the 

wild.
Servals are exceptional creatures; 

the biggest threat to them is
habitat degradation and poaching as 
their skins are used for ceremonial 

purposes in southern Africa.   
Predator control programs account 

for the death of several servals 
every year.  The bulk of their diet 
consists of rodents and they will 
rarely take a prey larger than a 

rodent.  Serval coat patterns are 
unique to each individual



NEW WILD BABIES:

Black backed jackals – This season 
SanWild received 7 black backed 
jackal pups for rehabilitation and 

release.  As the pups do not do well in 
the confinements of a rehabilitation 
centre and prefer to hide away from 
humans, they are moved soon after 

weaning to large natural habitat 
enclosures in the bush – as far away 
from people as possible.  Here the 

pups are left to themselves although 
their do receive their daily meals.  

Camera traps allow us to monitor the 
animals as they leave the natural den 
site and if necessary a trap cage will 

be used to trap any animal that looses 
condition or seems to be ill for a 
veterinary check up.  Using this 

method allows the pups to grow up 
pretty wild and elusive that affords 

them the best possibly survival 
opportunity.  They are released using a 
“soft release” method. Their natural 

habitat enclosure’s gate is opened and 
the young animals continue to get 

support feeding for as long as they 
need it while they are free to explore 

their immediate surroundings and 
practice their hunting and scavenging 

skills..

SanWild has been blessed with two 
new arrivals in our wild giraffe herds.  
Within three weeks of each other two 
giraffe cows gave birth.  It is such a 
pleasure to see the giraffe mothers 
get together on occasion and see the 
two young giraffe calves playing with 
each other; oblivious to the dangers 

that nature may present to them.  Last 
year we lost a small calf to a leopard 
attack, but this is accepted and the 

natural ebb and flow of Mother 
Nature.  We keep fingers crossed that 
both calves will grow to healthy adults.



VISITORS TO SANWILD.

SanWild was honored to be visited by a group of our donors from Australia.  Louise Joubert met 
them on a recent visit to Sydney in November 2009 where an auction was held by Joan Pearson to 
raise funds for SanWild.  It was really great to have the group visit us and we look forward to 
meeting more of our fantastic donors.  We were in Australia on invitation from the Humane Society 
International.

We were also visited again by Laini Shaw who volunteered at SanWild some 2 years ago, this time 
she brought her parents to show them the work done by our trust.  Laini and her friends recently 
held a garage sale to held raise funds for our emergency veterinary fund.

NEW WEBSITE:

We have just launched our brand new website designed and sponsored by Tanya Wannenburg.  
www.sanwildexperience.com A huge thank you for all your trouble and hard work, it is truly 
appreciated.  

Young Kariba, now almost fully grown in the company of a wild giraffe female and her new born 
calf.  Kariba is one of SanWild’s success stories.



We trust that this website will promote more visitors to SanWild and make it much easier for 
people to make SanWild their holiday destination of choice.  From time to time discounted 
accommodation offers will be make available so make sure to subscribe to our newsletter to get 
regular updates.

Mike Cooney and his family also visited SanWild during their world tour and were so impressed with 
our work and facilities that Mike has now arranged formal tours to SanWild and will be acting as 
tour guide.  For more information on his tours from the United States of America please visited
their website at www.cooneyworldadventure.com

GENETIC MANIPULATION OF INDIGENOUS WILDLIFE:

In South Africa, despite the newly promulgated Bio-Diversity legislation with wildlife industry 
continue unchallenged with the genetic manipulation of indigenous wildlife such as blue wildebeest, 
impala, blesbok and others to produce “freaks of nature” for a growing hunting market.  Animals 
such as “black impala”, “white and curly haired” blesbok and “golden” blue wildebeest are being 
offered at live game auctions on an increasing basis.  We have stated before that true conservation 
standards in South Africa is deteriorating fast and this is yet another example.

The hunting of captive bred lions is also on the increase and at least 1200 lions were hunted legally 
during the last 12 months.  No one really knows the number of illegal hunts that have taken place.  
Despite various media reports we can categorically state that “canned lion hunting” is alive and well 
in South Africa.

So is the growing number of “lion-cub-petting” facilities that seems to have increased sharply; even 
at private game lodges in anticipation of the large number of foreign visitors expected for the 
World Cup Soccer tournament.  Most of these young animals will undoubtedly be returned to the 



canned lion hunting industry when they grow up.  While tourists will cherish their photographs of a 
beautiful lion cub, a trophy hunter will eventually brag about the “fierce lion” he cowardly gunned 
down on a lion hunting farm.  The message from us as an animal welfare charity is clear – “do not 
support lion-cub-petting facilities at all”.

WELCOME PIETER AND ESLIA:

CONGRATULATIONS LIZEL & PIETER KACHELHOFFER:

We would like to wish Pieter & Lizel Kachelhoffer the best with the birth of their 1st daughter 
early in December 2009.  Lizel soon found out as our main reservations officer that SanWild there 
is actually no time for maternity leave and we are sure that by the time Kiera Kachelhoffer grows 
up she will be able to immediately take over her mother’s job of generating tourism and guests 
bookings for SanWild that is essential to our financial survival.  In true SanWild spirit the little 
one’s room has been decorated with all sorts of wild animals and we truly hope that her parents 
would consider her following in her grand father’s footsteps – Pieter’s father is a lawyer, and while 
SanWild always seems to need lawyers to help our animals it may be a great idea for little Kiera to 
one day consider becoming and environmental lawyer and animal welfare activist.  Who knows what 
the future holds?

All jokes aside; Pieter and Lizel, congratulations on a beautiful little girl and a grand daughter of 
which our founder trustee, Louise Joubert can be truly proud.

SanWild would like to welcome Pieter 
Wolmerans and Eslia Greyling to our 

small team.

They started with us on the 1st April 
2010 and have survived their 1st

grueling month running the Savannah 
Private Bush Camp.  The couple who 
plan to marry in March next year is 
quite extraordinary – Pieter loves 

people and his bush and guiding skills 
is exceptional.  He worked as a 
ranger in Marakele.  Eslia, who 

previously worked as the food and 
beverages manager for the 

Devonshire Hotel in Johannesburg is 
as good in the kitchen as she is with 

a brush cutter clearing the bush.  
Welcome on board guys, hope you too 

will learn to love SanWild and its 
animals as much as the rest of our 

team.



NELLIE’S TRACKING COLLAR REPLACED:

To ensure the continued protection of our animals the matriarch of our small elephant herd 
tracking collar needed to be replaced.  Normally the batteries of the tracking collars last about 3 
years.  Nellie and two other elephants were fitted with tracking collars when they were rescued, 
captured and relocated to SanWild from the Thukela Bio-Sphere Reserve in Kwa Zulu Natal in 
2006.  The Bio-Sphere collapsed as a result of a number of successful land claims in governments 
land redistribution program.  Although the Thukela Bio-Sphere reserve had great potential as a top 
tourist destination the new landowners decided the elephants were no longer welcome on their land 
and the decision was made to bring the hunters in to kill the elephants.  Fortunately SanWild could 
provide a new home and a stay in execution was given to the elephants while preparations for the 
elephant’s arrival at SanWild permit applications and the capture and relocation was organised.  To 
read their full story go to www.sanwild.org SUCCESS STORY ARCHIVE.

Nellie’s collar replacement went very 
well with expert wildlife veterinarian 

Dr. Douw Grobler in charge.  Guests at 
the time were given the great 

opportunity to observe the darting of 
the elephant cow and assisted with 
important blood sampling and the 

fitting of the new tracking collar.  An 
experience which they will cherish for 
life as most of them had never been 
this close to an elephant and it gave 

them the opportunity to see a 
professional like Dr. Grobler at work.





RHINO PROTECTION:

All the SanWild rhinos have been fitted with GPS tracking devices and microchips as a measure to 
help us protect our rhinos against the escalating incidents of poaching by criminal syndicates that 
have turned South Africa into a killing flied that is resulting in rhino genocide.  In addition to the 
tracking devices and microchips SanWild is now in the process of appointing guards that will keep a 
watch on our rhinos 24/7 until the special task teams that are being deployed as we speak have 
managed to arrest and break up the rhino poaching syndicates that have killed 68 rhinos since 
January 2010.



NEWS FROM ZIMBABWE:

These images speak more eloquently than any politician of the plight of Zimbabwe's starving 
people 

For all animal loving people it is a saddening sight - a magnificent bull elephant struck down in his old 
age by natural causes, but for the starving of Zimbabwe, it was little short of a miracle. 

The carcass provided a vital source of food, and hundreds of desperate villagers in the Gonarezhou 
National Park descended on the dead animal within minutes of its discovery. Using machetes, axes 
and knives made from tin cans they set upon the six-ton carcass, which was found deep in scrubland. 



The images are undeniably shocking. But they illustrate the terrible lengths to which Zimbabweans 
are forced to go just to survive under Robert Mugabe. 

Photographer David Chancellor who took the photographs said: 'Just after dawn a villager spotted 
the carcass as he passed on a bicycle. 

'It was in the middle of nowhere, but within 15 minutes hundreds of people had arrived from all 
directions.  The women formed a ring around the elephant and the men stood inside, fighting and 
stabbing each other to get to the meat.' 

He added: 'The meat was taken back to homes. Some was eaten immediately but most was dried on 
washing lines and stored to eat later. 'There were celebrations in the surrounding villages for the 
next two nights.' 

The Red Cross warned recently that the situation in the former British colony is 'critical' with 
2.17million - one in four of the population - requiring urgent food aid. Emma Kundishora, of the 
Zimbabwe Red Cross Society, said: 'In some parts of the country, the food situation is as bad as 
many of our volunteers and staff has ever seen.' 

Conditions are expected to deteriorate further this year following the collapse of agriculture 
caused by President Mugabe's violent seizures of thousands of white-owned farms since 2000. 

Erratic rain has also damaged crops of corn. Harvests could produce just 500,000-tons this year, 
less than a third of the amount required to feed the nation. 

* The corpse of the bull elephant lies undisturbed in deep scrubland in Gonarezhou National Park.
Within minutes, desperate starving villagers arrive at the carcass 



* People gather on a hill a short distance away to watch village men get to work.



*Fights broke out as villagers battled to strip chunks of flesh from the animal and drag them away 
to feed their families. 

*It took just one hour and 47 minutes for the 13ft-tall elephant to be reduced to a skeleton. Every 

boil for soup and within 24 hours nothing was left but a blood-stained patch of earth. 
part was used for food, even the trunk and ears. The bones of the 70-year-old animal were taken to 

Desperate: A blood-spattered villager and, right, the spot where the bull elephant lay is 
completely cleared just 24 hours after it was found 



Should you choose to subscribe or unsubscribe to our newsletter please send an email to 
lizel@sanwild.org with the heading: “SUBSCRIBE” or “UNSUBSCRIBE”
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